
 

 

 

 

 

 

Public Hearing on Supporting Local Decision-Making for Data Center 

Development 

Assembly Room 127, Monty’s Building, Commonwealth University 

Bloomsburg Campus 

July 29, 2026, from 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

 

Panel 1: Local Government Perspectives on Data Center Development 

• Mr. Scott Dunn, County Commissioner, Fayette County, PA (via 

Zoom) 

• Mr. Brian Rhone, Codes Officer, Salem Township, Luzerne County, PA 

• Mr. Alex Gottschalk, County Administrator, Mecklenburg County, VA 

 

Panel 2: Research and Policy Perspectives on Community Development 

and Energy Law 

• Dr. Sabina Deitrick, Associate Professor, University of Pittsburgh 

• Mr. Michael Helbing, J.D., Executive Director, Center for Energy Law 

and Policy, Pennsylvania State University 

 

Panel 3: Considerations from Pennsylvania’s Agricultural Community 

• Ms. Emily L. O’Brien, Government Affairs Associate, Pennsylvania 

Farm Bureau 

• Mr. Andy Bater, Farmer and Member, State Board of Directors, 

Pennsylvania Farm Bureau 

• Mr. Barron Shaw, Fruit Grower and President, York County Farm 

Bureau  

 

Submitted Written Testimony: 

• Ms. Amy Evans, Salem Township Manager, Luzerne County, PA 

 
 

  

 

  

     Scan the QR code to view testimony.   
 

 

 

  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
Chairman  
Senator Gene Yaw 
 
Vice Chairman 
Representative Eddie Day Pashinski 
 
Secretary 
Dr. Nancy Falvo 
Pennsylvania Western University Clarion 
 
Treasurer 
Mr. Stephen M. Brame 
Governor’s Representative 
 
Senator Judy Schwank 
 
Representative Dan Moul 
 
Dr. David Abler 
The Pennsylvania State University 
 
Mr. Richard Esch 
University of Pittsburgh 
 
Dr. Jeffrey Hyde 
Penn State Extension 
 
Ms. Shannon M. Munro 
Pennsylvania College of Technology 
 
Dr. Charles Patterson 
Shippensburg University of Pennsylvania 
 
Ms. Susan Snelick 
Northern Pennsylvania Regional College 
 
Mr. Darrin Youker 
Governor’s Representative 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STAFF 
 
Executive Director 
Zachary L. Adams, Ph.D. 
 
Assistant Director 
Laura R. Dimino, Ph.D.  
 
Quantitative Data Analyst 
Michaela Miller 
 
Data Visualization Specialist 
Kaitlyn Goode 
 
Office Manager 
Linda Hinson 
 
 
 
625 Forster St., Room 902 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 
Phone (717) 787-9555 
www.rural.pa.gov 
 

 
Y 

 

 

 


